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Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program Updates
Introduction
This newsletter is provided to all 2014 members of the Kaweah
Basin Water Quality Association (KBWQA), which covers the
Kaweah Basin watershed portion of northern Tulare County.
The State of California Central Valley Regional Water Quality
Control Board’s (Water Board) General Order for the Irrigated
Lands Regulatory Program (ILRP), which was adopted on
September 19, 2013, requires enrollment of all irrigated lands
that produce commercial crops. Your annual membership with
the KBWQA provides enrollment compliance with the ILRP
General Order. The KBWQA is the intermediary third-party
coalition, representing the interests of the grower member to
provide compliance with the ILRP General Order and is not
affiliated with any state agency.

Kaweah Basin Water Quality Association Boundary Map

2014 Initial Membership Enrollment
Summary

The KBWQA continues to receive post-deadline membership
applications, but these applications must also be approved by the
Water Board through a Notice of Intent process and pay a late
fee. In fairness, a grower who joins late will pay more (KBWQA
2014 fees plus late fees) than the 1,300+ members who joined
on time and are in good standing.

A significant level of effort was needed to notify, educate and
sign-up growers by the state-mandated August 6, 2014 deadline.
The first grower membership sign-up for the KBWQA resulted
in a vast majority of parcels complying within the deadline. A
summary (as of September 2014) is provided in the table below.

Date KBWQA Established

October 3, 2013

Member ILRP Sign-up Due Date

August 6, 2014

Number of Members
Number of Large Farm Members
(>=60 ac)
Number of Small Farm Members
(<60 ac)
Number of Parcels Enrolled
Acres Enrolled

1,302
496

•

If you know of growers within the KBWQA who have
not signed up, please direct them to our website at www.
kaweahbasin.org or provide them our KBWQA contact
information.

•

If you (as an existing member) have additional parcels that
need to be registered, please contact the KBWQA as soon
as possible.

Water Board Begins Field Inspections
of Farm Parcels

806

The KBWQA has been informed that the Water Board has
begun field inspecting farm parcels which were not enrolled
with the KBWQA. The Water Board will be issuing Notice of
Violations (NOV) to the owners of these parcels as the next

4,880
162,748
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step prior to issuing potential fines. Please be aware that a NOV
is public information and your name and farm information
would be available from the state.
•

If you (as a member of the KBWQA) receive an
NOV letter from the Water Board, please contact us
immediately so the parcel(s) can be properly enrolled
and the NOV can be dismissed.

•

If you have parcels within the KBWQA that you did not
include with your 2014 sign-up, then please contact us
immediately to avoid receiving a NOV letter.

•

•

We understand that membership fees for regulatory compliance
are a concern amongst KBWQA members. Our main purpose
is to provide you with cost-effective compliance with the Water
Board’s ILRP General Order requirements. We will continue to
work diligently to represent the members of the KBWQA, and
will do our best to keep the fees as minimal as possible as the
program moves forward with the implementation of these new
water quality requirements.

2015 Assessment
Irrigated Acre
$7.20/acre
Fee
Program
Management $50/member
Fee
Invoices
December 12, 2014
Mailed

If you enrolled all your parcels within the KBWQA in 2014,
then you are in compliance with enrollment and no action is
required, you should not receive an NOV letter.
Payment of your 2015 assessment will retain your
enrollment status through December 31, 2015.

Water Board Fines Growers Who Did
Not Sign-Up
On December 5, 2014 the Water Board issued fines for two
growers in Madera and Merced Counties who received multiple
certified Notice of Violation letters and Administrative Civil
Liability (penalty) letters for not enrolling with their coalition
or securing individual coverage. One of these growers with
108 acres was fined $32,032 for not complying! Detailed
public information of this fine can be found on the Water Board
website: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_
decisions/tentative_orders/1412/index.shtml#24.

Invoice Due

February 13, 2015

Membership
Revocation

After February 27,
2015

Notes
Lower than 2014
Reduced from $100 in
2014
You can pay early or by
the deadline
A 25% late fee will
apply after this date
In addition to the late
fee, membership may
be revoked

Groundwater Quality Assessment
Report
The KBWQA is preparing the Groundwater Quality Assessment
Report (GAR), which is due to the Water Board on February 7,
2015. It is a significant effort to produce this technical report
in a manner that is scientifically defendable, yet relevant to the
needs of the KBWQA members. The primary goal of the GAR
is to identify areas of high and low vulnerability due to potential
groundwater degradation from nitrogen, pesticides, and salinity
within the KBWQA’s boundaries. The Water Board will approve
the final GAR for the identified high and low vulnerability
areas, which impacts the timelines for submittal of the Farm
Evaluation and the Nitrogen Management Plan by growers.
The GAR is also the baseline document to formulate the
Management Practices Evaluation Program, the Groundwater
Quality Trend Monitoring Program, the Management Practices
Evaluation Workplan, and the Trend Monitoring Workplan.
All of these documents ultimately will lead to groundwater
monitoring (implementation estimated to begin in a couple
years), which the KBWQA will work to make as cost effective as
possible.

The KBWQA’s primary mission is to assist our members
for compliance with the ILRP General Order. We do not
want KBWQA growers to receive fines from the state.

2015 Membership Assessment
approved
At the KBWQA Board of Director’s November meeting, the
2015 (from January 1 through December 31) membership
assessment was approved. The irrigated acres fee and the
program management fee were both reduced from 2014.
Membership fees are developed each year from a budget based
on a detailed cost analysis of the General Order requirements.
There are significant costs for the preparation of the required
technical reports and monitoring. All funds remaining at the
end of the year are carried over into the next fiscal year to either
alleviate assessment fees or provide for future groundwater
monitoring.
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KBWQA Surface Water Monitoring
Program Update
The KBWQA’s surface water monitoring program is to
determine the quality of surface water bodies that can be
affected by irrigation and/or storm runoff. Originally the
effort was focused on identifying nitrates, but the program now
samples for pathogens, metals, pesticides, and toxicity along with
general water quality parameters.
Through the efforts of the previous surface water monitoring
program (in effect for the past 10+ years under the Kaweah
River Sub-watershed), the KBWQA has been successful in
improving water quality with the reduction of exceedance
parameters. Water quality issues found through monitoring
efforts have led to the implementation of better management
and operation practices. Future monitoring should continue
to show improved water quality of the Kaweah Basin surface
waters as Kaweah growers implement new and better practices
to their operations.

The GAR will identify areas of high and low vulnerability due to potential groundwater
degradation from nitrogen, pesticides and salinity within the KBWQA’s boundaries.
Approval by the Water Board, will impact the timelines for the submittal of Farm
Evaluations and Nitrogen Management Plans by growers.

•

A large majority of the KBWQA area is likely to
be determined to be high vulnerability due to
existing exceedances of nitrate and pesticides in our
groundwater.

•

Members will be notified of their high or low vulnerability
status.

•

Members will then be required to complete their Farm
Evaluation and Nitrogen Management Plan based on
vulnerability and farm size. Please see the newly updated
Member Required Reports table on page 4.

Due to the drought, the surface water monitoring program has
not triggered very many storm events for sampling. Past surface
water monitoring results have showed that some sites have
surface water quality issues. The 2014/15 rainfall season has
begun with much needed storms to help alleviate the drought,
however with these storms, sampling and monitoring efforts will
be greater than those from recent years.
•

Surface water monitoring will continue and future
groundwater monitoring will be added in order to comply
with the Water Board’s ILRP requirements.

The KBWQA is preparing a Sediment Discharge and Erosion
Assessment Report (SDEAR), which is due on February 7,
2015. Once completed, the SDEAR will identify the areas
within the KBWQA that are susceptible to erosion and the
discharge of sediment that could impact water quality.

•

Growers should implement practices which contain all
irrigation waters on their property.

•

Exceedances of water quality parameters linked to specific
grower dischargers can lead to disciplinary actions by the
Water Board.

Erosion and sediment discharge from agricultural fields to
surface waters can be caused by a number of factors including:
soil erodibility, rainfall, slope, vegetative cover, and the presence/
absence of best management practices.

Member Required Reports

Sediment Discharge & Erosion
Assessment Report

•

A small portion of the KBWQA area is likely to be
determined to be susceptible.

•

Impacted members will be notified of their status and
will be required to prepare, with KBWQA assistance, a
Sediment and Erosion Control Plan (SECP) likely due in
2016. Please see additional information in this newsletter
regarding the SECP requirements.

After significant negotiations and effort, the KBWQA and
other partnering Tulare Lake Basin ILRP coalitions (Kings, Tule
and Kern) were granted the following changes to the Member
Required Reports on December 4, 2014 by the Water Board:
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•

Farm Evaluations – The due date for high vulnerability
farms of all sizes is extended one year to March 1, 2016.

•

Sediment & Erosion Control Plans – No changes.
KBWQA will notify, assist and provide a template to
identified farms.
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•

Nitrogen Management Plans (NMP) – The due date for high vulnerability large farms is now 90 days after the Water Board
provides an approved template to the KBWQA. The due date will likely be around the end of March 2015. Additionally, high
vulnerability large farms are no longer required to certify their NMP until March 1, 2016.

Member Report

Vulnerability
High

Farm Evaluations

Sediment & Erosion
Control Plans

Nitrogen Management
Plans

Low

Farm Size

Due Date

All

Extended one year

Large (>= 60 ac)

1 March 2016

--

Small (<60 ac)

1 March 2018

--

180 days from approval of
SDEAR

--

All farms identified Large
in the SDEAR
Small

High

Low

Notes

1 March 2015
2016

1 year from approval of SDEAR

--

Large

1 March 2015
90 days after approved
template to third-party

No certification required in 2015.
Certification required 1 March 2016
with Summary Report.

Small

1 March 2017

Must be certified & Summary
Report required

All

1 March 2017

Certification & Summary Report not
required

Farm Evaluations – Management
Practices to Protect Water Quality
Farm Evaluations will describe management practices
implemented to protect surface water and groundwater quality.
The Water Board is finalizing a template for KBWQA members
to use. The purpose of the template is to collect consistent
information across irrigated agricultural areas and commodities,
while minimizing costs for growers to provide the information.
Overall the evaluation will include four parts: a whole farm
evaluation, field specific evaluation, irrigation well information,
sediment and erosion control practices, and a farm map
identifying the location of wells.

•

As previously noted, the first Farm Evaluation due date has
been extended one year to March 1, 2016.

•

An approved Farm Evaluation template from the Water
Board is forthcoming. Once we have the approved
template, workshops will be scheduled to assist members in
complying with the Farm Evaluation requirements.

•

Completed Farm Evaluations must be submitted to the
KBWQA but not to the Water Board, however members are
required to keep an on-farm copy to be made available to
the Water Board upon their request.

Sediment and Erosion Control Plans
Members identified in the SDEAR with the potential to cause
erosion and discharge sediment that may degrade surface waters
will need to prepare a SECP. The SECP will outline practices
to be implemented to control erosion or sediment run-off from
irrigation or storm events.

Farm Evaluations will collect consistent information across irrigated agricultural areas and
commodities, and will include a whole farm evaluation, field-specific evaluation, irrigation
well information, sediment and erosion control practices, and a farm map identifying the
location of wells.
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•

The first SECPs for large farms identified in the SDEAR
could be due as early as August 2015.

•

The preparation of the SECP is limited to qualified
SECP developers such as a professional civil engineer or
professional geologist for example.
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•

The KBWQA is available to assist as necessary but it is
expected that a majority of the costs to prepare a SECP will
be borne by the member.

•

More SECP details are forthcoming.

Mark Your Calendars!!
Special Membership Meeting
Tuesday, January 20, 2014 • 4-5:30 p.m.
Visalia Elk’s Lodge, 3100 West Main Street

Nitrogen Management Plans
Groundwater nitrate levels in many areas of the KBWQA
exceed drinking water standards.
•

An approved NMP template from the Water Board is
forthcoming. Once the NMP template is approved, grower
workshops will be held.

•

Expected to be due around the end of March 2015, these
first NMPs are due only for high vulnerability area large
farms. However this NMP does not have to be certified or
submitted.

•

Eventually, all members will be required to prepare and
implement a NMP for planned nitrogen applications to their
crops for the upcoming crop year.

As required by the General Order, each KBWQA member is required to participate in
at least one outreach event per year, particularly if a member’s parcel is designated in
a high vulnerability area.

Nitrogen Management Plans will be due in 2015 for high vulnerability area large farms.
Eventually, all members will be required to prepare and implement a Nitrogen Management
Plan for planned nitrogen applications to their crops for the upcoming crop year.

•

Beginning March 1, 2016 NMPs for all farms in high
vulnerability areas will need to be certified, which can be
accomplished through: self certification by a member
who attends a California Department of Food and
Agriculture approved training program for nitrogen
plan certification; self-certification through the National
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) or University of
California Cooperative Extension; or from a specialist such
as a professional soil scientist, agronomist, crop advisor,
or NRCS Technical Service Provider certified in nutrient
management.
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•

All farms in high vulnerability areas will need to submit to
the KBWQA an annual Nitrogen Management Summary
Report of what was actually done the previous crop year;
documenting removal of nitrogen via crop uptake and
during harvest and how much is left on the field that could
potentially contribute to surface and groundwater quality.

•

By March 1, 2017 all farms in low vulnerability areas must
prepare an NMP but do not need to certify the plans or
provide summary reports to the KBWQA.

•

Growers will need to update their NMP annually.
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Special Membership Meeting Scheduled for January 20, 2015
A special membership meeting will be held for all KBWQA members:
Tuesday January 20, 2015

Time

4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Visalia Elks Lodge
3100 West Main Street, Visalia, CA 93291
1.

Introduction

2.

2015 Assessment and Budget

3.

Surface Water Monitoring Program

4.

Groundwater Quality Assessment Report

5.

Sediment Discharge and Erosion Assessment
Report

6.

Member Requirements
a.

Farm Evaluation

b.

Sediment & Erosion Control Plans

c.

Nitrogen Management Plan

7.

What Happens Next?

8.

Q&A session

If You
Can’t
Make the
Meeting

•

Additional member workshops and meetings are
to be scheduled for 2015.

•

KBWQA will videotape the meeting and will
load it onto our website. Members, who could
not make the meeting, will be able to certify
viewing of the video online, as participation in an
outreach event.

Contact the KBWQA
For questions, concerns, or additional information, please feel
free to contact the KBWQA at (559) 302-1620, email
admin@kaweahbasin.org, or visit our website at
www.kaweahbasin.org.

Irrigated Lands Regulatory
Program Updates

Draft
Agenda

Why?

www.kaweahbasin.org

Location

As required by the General Order, each member
is required to participate in at least one outreach
event per year, particularly if a member’s parcel is
designated in a high vulnerability area. Therefore,
attendance will be taken for documentation purposes.

Post Office Box 2840 • Visalia, CA 93279

Date

